
This is why we live 
on Fanø

The island of Fanø has a lot to offer: it is a safe and vibrant small community with 
a strong presence of culture and history, and a unique nature. From Fanø, you reach 
Denmark’s fifth largest city Esbjerg by ferry in just 12 minutes. 

Two families share their 
stories on why they chose 
to move to Fanø, the island 
in the Wadden Sea.



Fanø opens your mind
From the newly built Knutzen villa in the 
outskirts of Nordby, there is a remarkable 
view of the ferry dock area. Sanne and 
Thomas Knutzen and their two children, 
Malou, four years, and Mads Ulrik, one, 
love their life on Fanø. 

- It’s taken us by surprise how much the 
island has to offer; good restaurants, a 
cinema, and lots of concerts and festivals. 
And we have built new friendships faster 
than we expected, says Thomas, 38.

He is an eye doctor and was in demand in 
Esbjerg, so a job offer re-rooted the fam-
ily to the west coast of Denmark. 

- We wanted to try something different 
after 15 years in Odense. We considered 

Copenhagen as well as going abroad. But 
Thomas was already co-owner of a clinic 
in Esbjerg, so we decided to try life in a 
small community. We also wanted to live 
by the sea, says Sanne, 36, who is a fam-
ily practitioner in Esbjerg.

Both Sanne and Thomas feel that com-
muting is convenient and easy:
- Downtown Esbjerg is walking distance 
from the ferry, so we actually don’t use 
our car much. The ferry runs all the time, 
and on the way home, we leave all stress 
behind.

At first, family and friends were surprised 
they had chosen to move to an island, but 
now they see how it all makes sense.

- People here seem more relaxed; they 
are open minded, helpful and tolerant – 
more so than in any other place we’ve 
been. Everybody knows each other, so 
we let the children play on their own. As 
long as they are dressed for the weather, 
off they go on their bikes. They love to ex-
plore the beach, the sand dunes and the 
bunkers, says Thomas.

Sanne and Thomas also like to unwind 
with a run, and as soon as they open 
their front door, they are in the middle of 
nature.

Fanø has grown on Sanne and 
Thomas Knutzen since they 
moved to the island two years 
ago. Commuting to work is easy, 
and in their spare time, they 
enjoy Fanø’s relaxed life style, 
its nature and culture



The best of both worlds
- I’m doing projects covering the whole 
world, says Mark Sandford, 39.

On his threefold computerscreen, he 
designs retail environments for major 
perfume companies. He works out of his 
home office in Nordby, on the island of 
Fanø, on the west coast of Denmark. 

Mark is sitting in the family kitchen enjoy-
ing an espresso from the cafe style es-
presso machine – the remains of London 
city life. Two years ago, Mark and Rikke 
Sandford lived a fast paced two career 
life just north of London. Rikke, 41, was 
a sales manager for Clinique; Mark was 
running one of Estèe Lauder’s store de-
sign departments.

In 2007, Mark started up his own com-
pany, and within a couple of years built 
a customer base. They had Ivy-Rose, now 
four years. In March 2010, Tilly was on her 
way when they decided to trade three 
and a half hours of commuting time each 
day with quiet closeness on Fanø. 

Rikke and Mark knew the island from 
family summer vacations. She grew up 
in the Esbjerg neighbourhood Fovrfeld. 
Mark is British, but he was the one to 
initially push the move. He felt the bigger 
move was to become self-employed.

Thanks to technology, the couple has 
created a life that combines a high-tech 
world with a slow-paced one. Rikke’s 
company sells clothes and crafts from 
their house as well as from a web shop. 
Mark communicates with customers by 
e-mail and phone and conducts customer 
meetings on Skype. A few client meetings 
are face to face:

- The connections are there. It takes an 
hour to get to Billund; there’s hardly any 
traffic on the roads. In London, you nev-
er know if it’s going to take one or four 
hours to get to Heathrow, he explains.

Their social life has even improved. 
Rikke feared island isolation, but no need:
- We have met so many people who have 

invited us into their community. In Eng-
land, when we met people, we didn’t get 
involved; they lived too far away, she says.

It would seem that Rikke and Mark gave 
up a life filled with excitement and cultur-
al life in abundance. However, they have 
instead created a life filled with every-
thing they want and need, and it is just 
a mouse click away or right outside their 
door.

Rikke and Mark Sandford have 
combined global jobs with a 
family life where everything is 
close by



Fanø serves your family
Fanø is its own municipality of 3200 
inhabitants – the second smallest in 
Denmark. There is a village feel to the 
island, and people may greet you in 
the street. The flexibility of a small 
community makes us able to offer 
tailor made services. Living in a small 
community gives you a larger demo-
cratic influence; your voice and your 
ideas will be heard. 
 
Modern core services
A good primary school and reliable 
daycare are core services in a small 
community. We are proud of our 
newly renovated school in Nordby, 
which is now merged with the library 
and is a gathering place for all ages. 
We offer services for all generations; 
Fanø has its own health clinic, retire-
ment home and emergency services.

Affordable housing
If you are looking for property in the 
middle of nature, Fanø is where you 
find it at an affordable price. Instead 
of building a new house, you can buy 
one of the characteristic thatched-

restaurants in Sønderho, which was 
elected Denmark’s most beautiful 
village in 2011. 

Fanø welcomes you
Fanø has a long history of seafaring. 
 It is part of the island’s historic cul-
ture to receive new people from all 
over the world and integrate new 
ideas. Therefore, Fanø is an open 
community, and we look forward to 
welcoming you and your family.

roof Fanø houses. Both summer 
houses and all year residences are 
built with respect for nature and in 
appreciation for the island’s architec-
tural history. 

An island in the National Park
Fanø is part of the Wadden Sea Na-
tional Park, Nationalpark Vadehavet. 
It features a unique bird life and a 
natural environment which contrasts 
from storm to dead calm. Large parts 
of the island are preserved and un-
touched, but open to the public. The 
island’s long stretches of beach invite 
you to bathe, hike, play and exercise. 
And if your timing is right, you may 
see seals or find a piece of amber.

Vibrant art community
Fanø attracts artists, who create life 
on the island with shops, workshops 
and galleries. The island is a vibrant 
and creative community and home 
to both a knitting festival and the 
largest kite festival in the world. Tour-
ism has funded much of what the is-
land has to offer the local people. For 
instance, there are several renowned 

We look forward to 
welcoming you on Fanø 

Fanø Kommune
www.fanoe.dk
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